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Writing a Bibliography 

 
What is a bibliography? 
A bibliography is a list of sources you used to research your project.  

Why do I need one? 
A bibliography lets people know where you found your information. By writing a bibliography, you are 
letting people know where they can find out about your topic and giving credit to the authors whose 
information you used in your project.   

How do I write a bibliography? 
To write your bibliography, you must write down ALL your information sources alphabetically on a page 
labelled “Bibliography”, attached to either the front or back of your project. The table below shows how 
to write a bibliography entry for different kinds of sources: 

Book with 
one author 

Author’s last name, Author’s first name. Title of Book. Place of 

publication: Publisher, Year of publication. 

Wiseman, Blaine. Battle of the Plains of Abraham. Calgary: Weigl 

Limited, 2014. 

Book with 
two or more 
authors 

First author’s last name, First author’s first name, next listed 

author(s) names. Title of Book. Place of publication: Publisher, 

Year of publication. 
Snider, Janet and Betty Sherwood. Samuel de Champlain. Toronto: 

Summerhurst Books, 2001. 

Website 

Author’s last name, Author’s first name (if given). “Title of Web 

Page.” Name of Website. Date accessed. URL. 

Gresko, Jacqueline. “Ladner, William Henry.” Dictionary of 

Canadian Bibliography. Aug 5, 2016. 

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/ladner_william_henry_13E.html  

Encyclo-
pedia 

Author’s last name, Author’s first name (if given). “Article 

title.” Publication Title. Edition (if stated). Year of 

publication.  

McGrath, William J. “Vienna”. The World Book Encyclopedia. 2006 

ed. 2006.  

Newspaper 
or magazine 
article 

Author’s last name, Author’s first name (if given). “Article 
title.” Newspaper or magazine title date of publication: page numbers  

MacNair, Adrian. “Ladner’s Forgotten Chinatown.” Delta Optimist 

August 2, 2013: A12. 

Archival 
document 
or photo 

Title of source, date (if known), Collection name or fonds(if 

given), Name of Archives.  
Letter about Boundary Bay Cemetery, 1985, Dennison Family Fonds, 

Delta Archives.    

Photograph of the Flood Down Delta Street, Jan. 1895, Terry 

Brennan Collection, Delta Archives.  

Interview  Last name of person interviewed, first name of person being 

interviewed. Interview by Your Name. Location, Date of Interview. 

Gretzky, Wayne. Interview by John Smith. Vancouver, BC, August 5, 

2016.  

Where do I find all this information? 
For books, look on the very first page of the book. For archival sources, you can usually find the 

information in an online database entry or ask the archivist to help you. 

  


