
Steps to Getting Your Project Done 

Step 1: Choose your topic 

 Talk to your teacher to see if he or she has a list of topics for you or if you will choose your own. 
 If you’re choosing your own topic, come up with a list of things you might like to research. Visit the 

Delta/Surrey Regional Heritage Fair website at 
https://deltaheritagefair.wordpress.com/teachers/projects/topic-ideas/ for ideas. 

 Narrow down your topic to something that you can fit into a Heritage Fair project. Try to stick to 
ONE person, place, event or idea. 

 Choose a topic and talk to your teacher to make sure it will work for a Heritage Fair project. 

Step 2: Create a research question 

 Make a list of “how” or “why” questions you could ask about your topic.  
 Decide which of your questions would lead to the most interesting research about your topic. Pick 

one or two “back-up” options. 
 Show your research questions to your teacher to make sure they will work. 

Step 3: Research 

 Visit your library or do an internet search to see what you can find about your topic. Remember that 
not all websites have good information so you need to be careful about where you get your 
information. Ask yourself: where did this person get their information from? Is that a reliable 
source? 

 For each source you look at, write down all the information that might answer your research 
question. Make sure to write down where you found each piece of information! 

 Is there anyone you can interview about your topic? You can interview people who have first-hand 
knowledge of your topic or an historian or researcher who is an expert on your topic area. Make a 
list of possible people to interview and phone or email them to see if they’re available. Your teacher 
or parents might be able to help you with this.  

 Look for primary sources related to your topic. Primary sources are first-hand accounts and can be 
photos, documents or artifacts from the past. Visit the Heritage Fair website 
(deltaheritagefair.wordpress.com/students/student-resources/) for a list of places you can find 
primary sources.  

 Keep a list of EVERY piece of information you find. You will need to write a bibliography that lists ALL 
the books, websites, interviews, documents and photos you used in your project.  

Step 4: Putting it all together 

 Look at all the information you’ve gathered and try to find the connections. Ask yourself the 
following questions: 
o What is similar about this evidence? 
o Are there two or three points or arguments that are the same across many pieces of evidence? 
o On closer inspection, what evidence is not a good fit? Why? 

 Try to answer your research question. It’s OK if you don’t have a clear answer or are still not sure! If 
you really don’t know, you might have to do more research. 

https://deltaheritagefair.wordpress.com/teachers/projects/topic-ideas/
http://deltaheritagefair.wordpress.com/students/student-resources/


 Ask yourself: “what big ideas or stories do I want to tell the visitors who will see my display?” and 
start arranging your information to tell your story. 

 Write down your information in a way that tells an interesting story and answers your research 
question. 

 Decide what items you are going to use to make your presentation interesting. You could add 
photos, create a diorama, find artifacts, or make a slideshow. Think about having something 
interesting on your table and on your display board. You should have one creative component that 
you made yourself. 

 Decide how you want your display board to look. Try to use only 2-3 colours.  
 Write your bibliography and attach it to either the front or back of your project. 

Step 5: Write your interview script 

 Ask yourself: what is the “big idea” or story that I am trying to tell with my project? 
 Think about what makes your topic important. Why should people know about it? 
 Write down 5-6 important things people need to know about your “big idea”. 
 Organize your ideas into an interesting presentation. DO NOT read off your project display. You 

could act out the part of an historical figure, do a demonstration, pretend that you’re a time-
travelling tour guide, or anything else you can think of! 

 If you want to wear a costume, think about what you could wear. 

Step 6: Heritage Fair! 

 Present your project at your school or class Heritage Fair. Pay attention to other presentations and 
see if you get any new ideas for your project. 

 If you are chosen for the Regional Heritage Fair: 
 Talk to your teacher about things you could do to make your project even better. 
 Bring home the Student Registration Form for your parents to sign.  
 Bring your project and your Project Summary worksheet to the Harris Barn on Thursday, April 

26 between 3-5 pm and set up your project for the judges.  
 Attend the Delta/Surrey Regional Heritage Fair on both Friday, April 27th and Saturday April 

28th – be sure to attend the Awards Ceremony on Saturday. 
 Bring your project home after Heritage Fair on Saturday. Do not take your project apart until 

Provincial Fair attendees have been announced! 

 


